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A wise person works to learn while an average person works to earn so, 

focus on learning and you will equally earn.

N/B: Remember, doing your own business is very important. Do your own 

business and earn your own money.

There is nothing mystical about getting to the top in life if only we are ready 

to pay the price.

N/B: When you invest, you are purchasing the day you don't need to work.

The price you are willing to pay will determine the kind of reward you will 
walk away with.

N/B: Do all it takes to get result as result is the cure for insults.

The best vehicle for creating wealth is entrepreneurship not salary as salary is 

the medicine for managing poverty.

Remember that there are many moneybags that are also sorrowful bags.

You don't grow big to manage wealth rather you manage wealth to grow big.

- David Wole Owaboye -

for Global Change  
N E W S L E T T E R V o l . 1 N o . 2   2 0 2 2A P R I L 

www.igclive.org

race to the world of Initiative for Global Change. 

IGC is a non-governmental organization that was born 
out of the burning desire to give voice to the voiceless, 
help to the helpless and the oppressed a fair chance at 
justice. We have been in the business of wiping away 
tears from the faces of the indigents and needy (some of 
which you will see in this edition of the newsletter) and I 
call on all and sundry to join us in this noble course which 
will be indelible in the lives of others as we continue 
rendering selfless services to humanity.

We also exist amongst other things to push for a 
developed Nigeria because we believe that a 
developed/new Nigeria is real, possible and equally 
achievable.

Conclusively, it is pertinent to note that this clarion call is 
to reassure us that IGC's door is open to all; volunteers, 
partners, sponsors and anyone or group who has all it 
takes to take this work to a whole new level.

On that note I say to you all, welcome on board.



RIGHT TO DIGNITY OF HUMAN PERSONS 

We have already seen the meaning of fundamental Human right in our earlier edition. We also saw the 
importance of knowledge of one's right In order to be able to seek redress if violated.  In this edition, 
we shall briefly focus on the right to dignity of human person. Section 34 of the Constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (LFN 2004) provides that every Nigerian has a right to not be subjected to torture or 
inhuman/degrading treatment, and no Nigerian should be held in circumstances which amount to slavery or 
servitude. It also provides that no one should be required to perform forced or compulsory labour. 

The basis of dignity can be said to lie in the autonomy of self and self-worth that is reflected in every human 
being's right to individual self-determination. Human dignity is central in a democratic society and cannot be 
under-estimated. We shall briefly look at the right to dignity of the human person and the Nigerian experience 
during the military era and also the civilian regime.  

During the regime of virtually all the military governments In Nigeria, there were gross violations of the right to 
dignity of human person and other fundamental human right. This included outright suspension of the 
constitutional provisions on human rights, promulgation of decrees and edicts with retroactive effect which 
legalized the arrest and detention of persons without trial and also unlawful entry and arrest. 

Under the Civilian dispensation, the violations of right to dignity of human person were slightly less compared to 
the military regime; instances include the case of OKOGIE VS ATTORNEY GENERAL OF LAGOS STATE, under the 
government of Shehu Shagari, which highlighted the level of display of impunity with abuses of human rights. 
The violations continued during the administration of Olusegun Obasanjo with cases of extra judicial and 
unresolved political killings.

 For example, the killing of Zaki-Ibaim in Kaduna State, Odi community in Bayelsa State and Niger Delta region.
The administration of Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan witnessed the killings, bombings and other dastardly acts 
carried out by the Boko Haram sect and Fulani Herdsmen which have also continued in the present 
administration of President Muhammadu Buhari amongst others violations. 

We may however, observe that despite the infractions in almost all the administrations one can say that there 
are improvements. The adoption of major international human rights instrument, the incorporation of basic 
human rights in the Constitution and establishment of institutional infrastructure for the enforcement, human 
rights protection will surely improve.  

HUMAN RIGHTS
FUNDAMENTAL 

Testimonials of some IGC beneficiaries
Initiative for Global Change have had impact on peoples' live through her campaigns and outreaches in schools, churches, hospitals as 

well as markets, not forgetting litigations where we represented the interest of those who couldn't afford lawyers to speak for them, 

and all these we did without taking a dime from the beneficiaries.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE TESTIMONIALS:

My name is also known as . I am a beneficiary of the good works Initiative for Global 

Change is doing as their act of benevolence and magnanimity was evident in my life and business.  I am a businessman 

who deals on car paints and my story goes back to about 4-5yrs ago.  What happened was that I thought it wise to try and 

move out of my comfort zone and that prompted my doing proposals to companies and on fateful day, it happened that I did a proposal 

to a certain oil company and when the proposal was accepted, they asked me to supply them some goods worth about #20,000 which I 

did and was paid and they said that was just for us to familiarize with each other. The second supply I did was close to a million naira and 

the unfortunate thing about that second one was that I wasn't given a dime to prosecute the contract but as an ambitious young man, I 

did everything in my power to make it happen and it did happen to the glory of God but they refused paying me after promising to pay 

after two weeks which later turned to two years and three years. As God would have it, an uncle introduced me to this NGO, Initiative 

for Global Change who took up my case without asking me for a kobo. Few months later, they were able to recover my money without 

paying anything. This NGO is very real, have integrity and can be trusted.

JEREMIAH ONUOHA FRESH JERRY

My name is  and mine was a case of a terrible accident I had while working with a certain Chinese company 

here in Lagos-Nigeria. The accident was such that I lost all my five fingers as the machine cut it off. Since the accident 

happened while I was on duty, it became expedient for the company to give me the necessary support I needed 

throughout the period, unfortunately, nothing of that sort came to be and I was helpless and had no voice but a certain woman from 

the church encouraged me to run to Initiative for Global Change for justice which I did. After some time, they were able to get justice 

for me and the company paid me some compensation. Surprisingly, they did all these without taking a penny from me and that is 

something you hardly  see in Nigeria and I believe if other people or NGO's can emulate the IGC, Nigeria would be a better place. 

IMEH SAMUEL

FROM THE
 EYE OF AN 
EAGLE 
WOMAN

A female or girl child is first and 

foremost unique in nature.  She 

has all it takes to break barriers 

and like her other counterparts', has her 

strong will which in more ways than one 

should be  accorded the required and 

deserved respect. Yes, she may not 

the strong bones and muscles of the male folks who are been 

heralded every now and then and most times undeservedly, yet 

the endowment she bears cannot be undermined for any 

r e a s o n .                                                                                                                 

She doesn't run from anything rather she stands and fights for 

her right which most times is elusive neither do they run from 

their responsibilities but in difficulties, they are always cool, 

calm and collected. I am a girl child, a female and most 

importantly, a woman who cannot be intimidated, harassed, 

bullied or RAPED. I know who I am.  

I welcome you to another edition of the Initiative for Global 
Change Newsletter; vol. 1 No. 2. On behalf of every member 
of ‘Team IGC' I want to express profound appreciation to all 
of you out there who one way or the other have benefitted 
from the magnanimity of the Initiative for Global Change. 
This edition is mainly to welcome you all and synergize our 
relationship, opening you up once more to what IGC is all 
about in case you are just joining the group and dishing out 
the sumptuous cuisine which the organization cooks while 
hoping you all are on board.
 One of the greatest gifts you can give to any man is the gift 
of selfless service. Humanity has been under the cusp of 
torment, harassment, bullying and anguish from selfish and 
monstrous people who derive joy in watching others suffer. 
What we are trying to unfold at Initiative for Global Change 
is the underbelly of magnanimity, benevolence and actions 
that shoulders every act of selflessness so that what 
bothers your neighbor does same to you and burden-
bearing becomes your watchword.
 At IGC, we are always ready to render selfless service to you 
and expect you to equally replicate it to others, so we all can 

Enjoy every bit of this edition

Emmanuel Moses

09011544376
Editor
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help lift the burden off others and 
make the world a better place.

EDITOR’S THOUGHT
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On this topic, I don't think our judicial system is up there compared with other saner climes. We seem to have forgotten what it 

means to be fair in judgment and what equity is all about. Several times you'll realize that the people that get what we call 'fair 

trial/justice' in the society are the ones that have 'godfathers' and anyone that does not belong to that category is already a loser 

even before his/her case is being heard. In fact, to get justice in Nigeria,  you must be rich if not, forget it. 

 - A Stylist, Edith Okereke C.

The judiciary has been on the receiving end recently albeit for the wrong reasons as countless times people have cried foul 

on treatment meted them and how they have received unfair trials/judgment from the system which they tagged 

'wrong'. So we sampled the opinion of people on fair hearing and judicial system in the country. Some of the opinions we 

got were interesting and mind-boggling to say the least. 

Our judicial system is nothing to write home about at the moment because as far as I know, there are sacred cows; people who 

are hell-bent on not obeying the law/court order for the fact that they see themselves too big to do that and if the leaders are 

seeing themselves as being 'above the law', what do you think the led would do? Another thing is that justice seem to be for the 

rich as the poor can hardly get justice in our courts so the more money you get, the more justice you'll have which as far as I'm 

concerned ought not be but it is what it is.-  Benjamin Richard, A businessman. 

Do we have a judicial system at all? I don't think so because all I see is a corrupt system that tend to swing to the direction of the 

affluent and rich while the poor and downtrodden are being humiliated and jailed for doing almost nothing. The rich are happy 

to be invited by the EFCC because they know that with a little 'backhand exchange' they will have no case to answer but the poor, 

not so lucky because with even their resources which is infinitesimal, they still won't get the required judgment.  It's a pity.

-  An undergraduate, Hope Sadoh. 

The fact remains that our judicial system can do better than they are doing at present and that simply means that they are not yet 

at their best as they lack the will power to carry out their duties without interference from the 'powers that be' and by that I 

mean the people in power. In states, the state governors seem to control the judges in their respective states and that seem to be 

the case in the central body so, it's difficult to have the justice the poor masses crave. Until the judges can exercise the right 

authority without being manipulated, it remains to be seen how we can see fairness in our justice system. - Babcock University 

When we talk about the judicial system in Nigeria, before now we use to hear something like “the judiciary is the last hope for the 

common man” but that statement looks invalid in this present dispensation because what is obtainable at the moment is that 

people shop for justice; judges now see themselves as the present day 'Jesus' where he said in the bible “ask anything in my 

name and I will give you” so anywhere you want the pendulum to swing as far as you're close to the judge, you'll surely have it 

which is quite unfortunate. We all know that if the judiciary is corrupt, we are doomed because when the other arms of 

government have issues, they run to the judiciary for law interpretation but if the citadel of justice is corrupt, what will happen to 

the body politic, it will completely rotten and collapse and that is where we find ourselves at the moment unfortunately. In my 

view, I don't think judiciary have any reason to be corrupt because they are like the 'god' we see in the nation as they can 

condemn people to death and can equally set people free so if they start compromising, it becomes an issue  and I  believe this is 

not the kind of Nigeria all of us wanted. You can imagine a country where a former governor whose wife is a judge got a perpetual 

injunction that he can never be tried and up till this moment, that judgment is still standing which in my opinion is criminal and 

tantamount to abuse of office. So, the judiciary system in the country needs a complete overhaul with people of integrity for 

sanity to return on that front, if not, we're heading for doom as a country. 

- An Engineer, Chibueze B.O.  

PUBLIC OPINION ON 

JUDICIARY 

To share my thoughts on 'Evolving a New Nigeria', I cannot but be optimistic what future lies ahead in a project called 

Nigeria…given the enormous potential and human capacity endowed. I believe that with the right leadership that will steer the 

ship in a positive direction, Nigeria would be a viable nation worthy to be among the League of Nations.                                                                                         

Again, the citizenship participation is paramount to making this happen. Therefore, one major step to evolution is providing right 

leadership that can harness and recognize all inclusive to make us great again.

-Mr. Iriakannu Hodge Samson, A former National President, National Union of Nigerian Association, Italy. 

On this topic which I see as timely and top notch, if I have my way, I would want us to get back to military regime. It might not be the 

best but I think we as a people have taken things for granted so much that we seldom do things right again; no obedience to the 

rule of law, no respect or regard for authorities yet we easily find fault from the side of government. So, I believe the military will 

somehow whip us into line in no time but on the flip side, the government has a lot to do as well as the citizens but it must be a 

holistic approach because we are like a family where everyone has a role to play and until you and I acknowledge the fact that we 

have a part/role to play in making this country a better place once again, it might still be a long shot. The 'eagle' of Nigeria will 

definitely fly again with a collective effort from both the federal, state and local governments, not forgetting you and I as citizens. 

It is time we arose as compatriots and obey the call of Nigeria by serving our fatherland with love, strength and faith. Let's not just 

be rhetorical with our anthem but let all of us see ourselves as one because the divisiveness in the country today is astronomical 

and that has contributed immensely to our underperformance and underdevelopment. One other thing we should try and do 

away with is religious and tribal sentiment as it has completely eroded us of our destiny as a nation and if we can do all these and 

more, we would become the cynosure of all eyes and for good. 

-Engineer Bartholomew Okonkwo  

Nigeria is a blessed country, yet living in penury, suffering in darkness because our so-called leaders are greedy and inconsiderate. 

The system is porous and some few personalities are more powerful than the institutions created. Nigerians and Nigeria needs to 

be re-orientated before the system can be effective like the advanced Nations. 

,-Mr. Kehinde Rotimi  AICO Insurance

Concerning the topic 'Evolving a New Nigeria', personally I would think having a new party will help tremendously. My reason for 

this suggestion is that a new political party, if it emerges, will want to do something different from what is presently obtainable. 

Mind you, I am not in any way suggesting that the ruling party or their predecessors have not done well, no, but new thinking will 

bring new development and a total shift from what is on ground and we will all be happy for it.

- Enoh Udoh, A Nollywood Actress.

I think the country will get better if the government can look into the education sector and sanitize it by subsidizing education or 

making it free so that even the poorest can afford it without necessarily having to go through the enormous stress of paying 

through their nose. Again, they should find a way to equip public schools so that the discrepancy between public and private 

schools will be extinguished. Another thing that I believe can bring this country out of doldrums is making sure our elections are 

without hitches by making it truly free and fair.

-  Amarachi Chukwu, Student.

Have you been raped, molested, cheated or harassed in any way or form? If you have gone through any of these 

aforementioned, and you have shed secret tears due to the fact that you cannot tell anyone either because you have no 

one to tell or for fear of stigmatization, cry no more as succor has finally come your way because in INITIATIVE FOR 

GLOBAL CHANGE, you have found the solace that you crave. 

IGC FOR SUCCOR AND Solace
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PUBLIC OPINION ON EVOLUTION OF A NEW NIGERIA 

I

Director, Nigerian Foreign Service Academy, Lagos, Nigeria

nitiative for Global Change recently published a book titled 'Evolving a New Nigeria' and that was born out of the ardent belief 

that a new Nigeria is a possibility. Our belief  in the evolution of a New Nigeria is absolute but we still want to see what an 

average Nigerian is thinking out there and that is why we went out of our way to sample the opinions of the citizens in order to 

ascertain their feelings concerning this 'project' called New Nigeria.

The topic under discourse is apt, thought-provoking and metaphoric. It is apt because it is the most appropriate topic that any 

good Nigerian should be at liberty to discuss today. More so, the topic provokes a nostalgic sentiment that when one looks back to 

where Nigeria was, where it is now, and except for an act of “deux ex machina”, where it is probably heading to. 

The metaphorical reference to eagle in relations to Nigeria deserves a detailed look. The eagle is a great bird in the comity of birds 

and because of its outstanding qualities and adroitness; some nations have adopted the eagle as a national emblem or insignia. 

The eagle is known for its keen vision, courage, fearlessness, tenacity, high altitude, decency, energy and vitality as well as ability 

for good parentage. Time would not permit me to expatiate on each of the above qualities of the eagle. Suffice however, to 

mention for the purpose of clarity, that eagle as a bird is wise, sound-minded, fore-sighted, quick witted, incorruptible and 

tenacious. To borrow the words of one of the foremost Nigeria political sage, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, in the world of birds, the 

eagle is a bird with “mental magnitude”. 

Addressing the rhetorical question of whether Nigeria's “eagle” can fly again, the answer lies with our leaders. Nigeria's eagle can 

still fly if our political 

Addressing the rhetorical question of whether Nigeria's “eagle” can fly again, the answer lies with our leaders. Nigeria's eagle can 

still fly if our political elites would do what it requires to make it fly. However, if they refuse to turn a new leaf and stubbornly 

continue to tread the path that leads to destruction, a whirlwind of trouble is precariously hanging over the country. That Nigeria

is in a bad shape today is not an indication that the country's woes are irredeemable or irreparable. This despicable situation is not 

our destiny. It is man-made and self-inflicted. “The fault dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves that we are underlings” 

(William Shakespeare). That a once prosperous and wealthy country like Nigeria has become one of the poorest in the world 

today is disheartening. That a country that once flowed with milk and honey; the pride of the black world has so degenerated to 

one that devours its own inhabitants is sacrilegious. Without any apology, I attribute the cause of our woes to successive regimes 

of bad and undisciplined leadership. It is often said in some quarters, by some political leaders (to console themselves), that the 

problem of Nigeria is not bad leadership but bad followership. This is misleading in its entirety. Virtue, we know flows from the 

head down to other parts of the body. If the head is good, other parts of the body will be fine; but if the head is bad, other parts of 

the body will be equally bad. 

The only impediment to a good and prosperous Nigeria is lack of intelligent and purposive socio-economic and political planning. 

In other words, all that we need for the attainment of a Nigeria which you and I can again be proud of is a set of leaders with ability 

for purposive, detailed and scientific planning; thoroughly disciplined and selfless leader. 

The media is replete with calls by some Nigerian political elites, urging the youths to be disciplined and be prepared to make 

sacrifices for the good and prosperity of the fatherland; however, so long as these leaders recklessly swim in a sea of ill-gotten 

affluence and criminal extravagance, their calls are made in vain and can only be treated with utter contempt. Without 

gainsaying, the hallmark of a prosperous nation is when the nation is economically, socially and politically healthy. 

 

–His Excellency, Mr. Franklin Abiola Temiloluwa. 

IGC VOLUNTEERS

SOME PICTURES FROM  IGC END OF THE YEAR COCKTAIL 

SOME PICTURES FROM  IGC OUTREACH
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